Dear Bush Apologist...Its About the Republic Not the
Republican

by Glenn R. Jackson

If you are conservative in your political and societal leanings there seems for you to be a
new game in town. This new sport has one sole purpose, defend the Republican President
George Bush. Like a good offensive line in a game of football conservatives rally around
THEIR President to defend him against the other team, the Democrats and the liberal
media. Yet most surprising of all, the Bush apologists also spend considerable time
defending against their own mounting doubts about THEIR guy, President George Bush.

Unfortunately in adopting this football game mentality most conservatives have forgotten
their one foundational principle. When it comes to this nation it is NOT about the victory
of Republicans over the opposing team of Democrats, but about the victory of the people,

the citizens of the United States, over government’s invasive nature.

For conservatives it is never about big government over even bigger government, or even
about small government over gigantic government. The fight is always to keep central
government in its place. The people are the rulers and the government is the servant. It is
that simple.

Realize this, the Republicans are part of the government, and as with the other half of that
governmental equation, the Democrats, they should be approached cautiously. The object
then of conservative participation is not to protect one half of the governmental equation,
but to protect We the People.

With that understanding, perhaps it is the perception of President Bush as a fellow
conservative and philosophical soul mate that stirs many Bush apologists to his defense.
After all George Will has written that President George W. Bush is the greatest
conservative President since Ronald Reagan. And as much concern as that should give to
conservatives about the Republican Party itself, why is that perception accepted as reality?

A reality check gives a very different picture. A picture of a President without a
philosophical center, and one who engages in set piece political thinking planned far in
advance of real events, with political considerations the only goals. It is time for the Bush
apologists to recognize their mistake and to stop making self-defeating arguments in the
Presidents defense.

Instead, many conservatives continue to strain mightily to explain clearly liberal tendencies
from the President as something else. Whatever is going on for President Bush, he is really
one of us...right?



Argument One: The President is either hamstrung by lack of control of the Senate and/or
is exerting a masterful strategy to regain control of both Houses of Congress AND then will
enact a conservative agenda.

This argument is usually offered in defense of the President breaking a campaign promise
(Campaign Finance Reform), or advancing the liberal agenda (Education Bill). The
necessity of using this strategy is blamed on the Presidents powerlessness in the face of the
loss of the Republican’s slim Senate majority because of the defection of the RINO
Jeffords, or as a way to disarm the Democrats and the media. Now there isa LOT that is
laughable in this argument, yet it is seriously offered by many conservatives.

The major flaw with this argument is the illogic of the President playing best friends with
Senator Ted Kennedy in order to disarm liberals or initiate some masterful strategy to
offset the Jeffords defection. How much would it have taken for the President to try the
same with Jeffords earlier and to prevent the defection in the first place? Clearly the
Jeffords defection was a bungling of that RINO’s ego. Yet just as surely there is no
masterful strategy in running off a RINO so you can be best friends with Ted Kennedy in
order to win back the RINO Senate you just lost by running off the RINO...OK enough.

The President and his people caused their problem in the Senate. The President and his
people badly bungled the political end game in the Senate. So to claim now a master
strategy just rings hollow, and brings into serious doubt any solution that courts liberal
issues to win the RINO vote in November. The simple answer to the Bush apologists is the
right answer. This President has no conservative center and is unable to initiate a
conservative agenda.

Argument Two: The President is doing a masterful job of running the Terror War. Who
would you rather have in the White House Al Gore or George Bush?

The answer is who cares. This argument seems to have its basis in the “likeability” of Bush
over the tree stump Gore. Granted! Nevertheless the Bush apologists need to think like
conservatives. Would a conservative initiate TIPS, a new massive “Homeland Security”
bureaucracy, continue the massive influx of Muslim immigrants, maintain wide-open
borders, and propose new police powers for the military while resisting the use of the
military on U.S. borders?

Other than bombing the Taliban out of power, a job the U.S. military is well trained and
able to do, how has the President ensured the safety of U.S. citizens? The war has been
sidetracked successfully by our Arab “friends” into the Palestinian question and the Bush
families need to repay the Iraqi black eye. The only progress in the Terror War is the
home front war against U.S. citizens. You don’t believe that?

Citizens of the United States are searched randomly at U.S. airports and the borders are
unsecured. Airline pilots are searched by low paid federal McSecurity workers and not
allowed to secure their airplane by flying armed. Islam, the "'religion of peace," and their
mosques are protected by the Political Correctness Police while the meter reader is being



recruited to spy on your home. Stationing troops on the U.S. borders is resisted for
“historical” reasons while military policing of the U.S. civilian population is seen as a good
idea.

All of this and more demonstrate at best a President detached from serious conservative
positions, and without a conservatives grasp on the Executive branch of government. At
worst, well he might just believe this stuff. In either event a conservative defense of this

President is as wrong headed, as it is dangerous.

Conservatives must defend the Republic, for no one else will. Conservatives must uphold
the Constitution because it is clearly under assault. Conservatives must push back against
both political Parties, because big government elitism is rampant in both their houses.
Conservatives must take on media bias directly and with vigor for the Republic, not the
Republican.

The President’s Clueless Conservatism is nothing to be an apologist for.



